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Greeks to restore to him his dear child, the maiden Chry-
seis, their captive, and to accept in return the proffered
ransom, reverencing the god. There is a sympathetic
murmur among the chieftains, who urge the granting of
the petition; but the thing pleases not the heart of Aga-
memnon, king of men, who had received the beautiful
captive as his own share of the booty, and for love of her
will not give her up. So he roughly sends the old man
away, and lays stern charge upon him not to be seen again
near the ships of the Achasans. Outraged in his dignity
as a priest and in his tenderness as a father, the aged sire
prays to Apollo, who at once sends dire pestilence upon
the Greeks; and the pyres of the dead burn continually in
multitude. Nine days speed the god's shafts throughout
the host, and on the tenth the valiant warrior Achilles
summons the folk to assembly, and bids Calchas, "most
excellent of augurs/' declare the cause of the pestilence*
Calchas, after much hesitation, responds that the Far-
darter has brought war upon the Greeks because Aga-
memnon has done despite to the priest, and has not set
his daughter free and accepted the ransom.

Agamemnon is violently enraged at the seer; his dark
heart within him is greatly filled with anger, and his eyes
are like flashing fire. He charges the seer with never
saying anything that is pleasant for him to hear. And as
for Chryseis, he would fain keep her himself in his house-
hold; for he prefers her even before Clytemnestra, his
wedded wife, to whom she is nowise inferior, neither in
favor nor stature nor wit nor skill. Yet if she be taken
away from him for the good of the people, he demands
another prize forthwith, that alone of the Greeks he may
not be without reward. Then is the valiant Achilles en-
raged at the covetousness of his chief, and a violent
quarrel ensues. At last, Agamemnon asserts that he will